
South Carolina Department of 

Natural Resources
 
DNR 

Alvin A. Taylor 
Director 

January 12,2018 

VIA HAND DELIVERY 
The Honorable Edward R. Tallon Sr., Chairman 
Legislative Oversight Committee Subcommittee 
418 Blatt Building 
Post Office Box 11867 
Columbia, SC 29201 

Re:	 Subcommittee's December 20,2017 letter requesting additional information from the SC 
Department of Natural Resources. 

Dear Chairman Tallon: 

In response to your letter dated December 20 , 20 I7, the SC Department of Natural 
Resources has compiled the additional information sought by the committee as part of the 
oversight process of our agency. Answers are compiled in the body of this letter. 

If additional information is needed, please let me know. 

Firearms 
1. Please provide a copy of any agency policies, procedures, or forms that relate to firearm 
training and/or firearm qualification. 

See attached SCD NR Law Enforcement Directive 317, SCDNR Board Policy 300.01, 
SCDNR Board Policy 301 .01, SCDNR Board Directive 301 and Request for Approval of Off­
Duty or Back-Up Weapon form. 

2. Please provide a list of the individuals at the agency who were certified firearms
 
instructors, and the dates during which they were certified, during fiscal years 2007
 
through 2017.
 

Below are the current and retired/separated firearms instructors during the requested 
period as determined through the SCCJA Acadis System. Due to the change from LETS to 
Acadis some of the information was requested from SCCJA Certification section and is not 
based on records kept by the Department. 
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Current Officers Firearms Instructor Initial Certification Dates 

Bedingfield, John 9/1/00 

Bickley, Rhett S. Jr. 2/22/07 

Byers, Benjamin S. 2/18/10 

Cline, Wade S. 9/22/15 

Cooper, Jeremy T. 3/18/05 

Corbett, Brian M. 12/07/07 

Douglas, Jordan R. 4/20/17 

Dudley, John T. 7/12/96 

Ellis , Lee E. 6/11 /99 

Kelley, Thomas W. 2/15/02 

Lewis, Ray P. 4/22/1 0 

Martin, Erik M. 5/2/11 

McClellan , Henry H. 2/3/14 

McCullough, Robert C . 5/31/85 

Monnet, Russell T . 8/29/03 

Owen, Matthew G. 2/18/10 

Pardue, John K. 9/3/09 

Perry, John A. 2/14/08 

Riley, Dentis J . 11/03 /05 

Salter, Raquel 3/23/01 

Spires, Tony L. 10/19/07 

Swink, Karen D. 12/19/03 

Thomas, Benjamin IV 1/24/03 

Thomas, Michael P. 10/03/08 

Thompson, Andre O . 4/27/01 

Wilson, Gary M Sr. 9/27/07 

Expired 12/8/09 

Expires 7/29/19 

Expires 7/29/19 

Expires 9/29/20 

Expires 5/22/18 

Expires 8/19 /19 

Expires 4/20/20 

Expires 6/1 0/19 

Expires 5/1/18 

Expires 2/5/19 

Expired 11/14/17 

Expires 2/5/19 

Expires 2/24 /20 

Expired 5/21/17 

Expires 9/29/20 

Expires 7/1/19 

Expires 6/12/18 

Expired 2/14/1 1 

Expires 3/18/19 

Expires 2/5/19 

Expires 9/29/20 

Expired 9/14/15 

Expired 5/2/11 

Expires 2/6/18 

Expires 7/29 /19 

Expires 9/30/19 

* No longer active instructor 

* Pending recert date SCCJA 

* Pending recert date SCCJA 

* No longer active instructor 

* No longer active instructor 

* No longer active instructor 
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Retired and Separated DNR Officers Current Agency 

Ard , Joe J,-Initial 7/12/96; Expired 6/26/12 N/A 

Beach am , Johnnie C.-Initial 2/18 /00 ; Expires 8/21 /18 * DHEC LE 

Bobb , Donni e L.- Initial 12/20/85 ; Exp ired 9/8/2009 N/A 

Bogan Marsh all S.- Initial 10/22/04 ; Inactiv e 5/2/11 N/A 

Camp, Steve L.- Initial 1/24 /2003; Expired 3/5/13 N/A 

Combs, Edwin L, Jr.-Initial 5/3/91; Expired 12/12 /11 N/A 

Eidso n, Albert L.-In itial 9/3/09; Expires 7/3/18 N/A 

Hernd on , Henry H,-Initial 12/13 /02 ; Expired 7/24/12 N/A 

Kearse, Horace L. III-Init ial 4/30/04 ; Inactive 8/3 1/10 N/A 

Keeter, Adam H,-Initial 9/2 1/17; Expires 9/21/20 * SLED 

Morris, Harold E,- Initial 8/27 /99 ; Expires 3/20/ 18 * Clarend on County SO 

O ' Quinn , Jame s J, Jr.-In itial 8/18 /89 ; Expired 4/7/09 N/A 

Owens, Benjamin R ,-Init ial 12/13/02 ; Expired 2/8/16 N/A 

Pruitt , Mauric e C,- Initia l 7/19/90; Inactive 6/1/10 N/A 

Sn ider, Gregory R,-Initial 8/19 /94 ; Expired 9/17/13 N/A 

Residency 
3. Please provide a copy of any agency policies, procedures, or forms that relate to where 
law enforcement officers at the agency must reside. 

See attached S.c. Code Ann. 50-3-316, SCDNR Human Resource Polic y 700,07, SCDNR 
Law Enforcement Directi ve 345 , and SCDNR Law Enfo rcement Directive 347, 

State Vehicles 
4. Please provide a copy of any policies, procedures, or forms applicable to agency 
personnel that relate to use of state vehicles (e.g., automobile, boat, four wheeler, etc.), 
including, but not limited to, taking state vehicles out of state. 

See attached SCDNR Law Enforcement Directi ves 301 , 304 , 327 , 33 1, 337, 344 , SCDNR 
Board Poli cy 302.01 , SCDNR Board Directives 201,202,903, SCDNR HR Policy 700 ,04, 
SCDNR Vehicle Management Handbook, SCDNR Out of State Travel Request, SCDNR In­
Stat e Overnight Travel Request, SCDNR Monthly Motor Vehicle Log , SCDNR Operator Report 
of Accident/Incident Package , SC DNR Computation for Reimbursement of Co mmuting 
Mileage , SCDNR Permanent Assignment of a State-Owned Vehicle, and SCDNR Law 
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Enforcement Vehicle Collision forms. This does not include policies or forms produced outside 
the agency that may apply to all state agencies. 

S. During fiscal years 2007 through 2017, how many disciplinary actions resulted from 
violation of any of the policies provided in response to question four? 

During fiscal years 2007 through 2017, nine (9) disciplinary actions have been issued by 
written reprimand or above resulting from violations of policies listed in question #4 which have 
been documented by SCDNR Human Resources. The records are to the best of our knowledge. 
The records do not include oral reprimands or counseling sessions. 

6. Please provide a copy of any policies, procedures, or forms applicable to agency 
personnel that relate to transportation of non-sworn civilians in state vehicles (e.g., 
automobile, boat, four wheeler, etc.), outside of transportation for criminal or medical 
purposes. 

See answer to #4. 

Discipline 
7. Please provide a copy of any agency policies, procedures, or forms that relate to 
discipline of agency employees. 

See attached SCDNR Human Resources Policy 701.03 and Forms - Oral Reprimand, 
Written Reprimand, Notice of Suspension, Notice of Suspension Temporary Grant or Time­
Limited Employees, and Notice of Suspension Pending Investigation. 

This is the overarching policy to discipline an employee. However, all DNR policies could 
be violated which could result in discipline. 

Internal Affairs 
8. Please provide a list of the individuals that served as agency Internal Affairs Officers,
 
and the dates during which each served in this role, during fiscal years 2007 through
 
2017.
 

Major Gary Sullivan has served in this role since 2007. 
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Hiring and Promotions 
9. Please provide the names of all individuals in the Law Enforcement Division that
 
served as Captain, Major, or Colonel, including the dates during which each served in
 
the applicable role and regions or areas for which they were responsible, during fiscal
 
years 2007 to 2017.
 

To the best of our knowledge, the department provides Exhibit A to respond to the
 
question.
 

10. Please explain how the geographical location of each of the Law Enforcement
 
Division regions has changed, if any, during fiscal years 2007 to 2017.
 

The geographical location of the Law Enforcement Division regions have not changed
 
during fiscal years 2007 to 2017.
 

11. Please provide the names of all individuals that work for the agency as attorneys, 
excluding those hired via contract, and the dates during which each served, during fiscal 
years 2007 to 2017. 

Names and dates of agency attorneys for fiscal years 2007-2017 are, provided in
 
alphabetical order, below:
 

Shannon Bobertz 7/2/2013 - current
 
Victor Craig Jones 10/2/2013 - current
 
Paul League 8/28/1981 - 2/10/20 15
 
Buford Mabry 7/2/1985 - 12/14/2007, Rehired 12/17/2007 - 12/31/2013
 
James Quinn 8/17/1985 - 3/1/2010
 
Robert Stephenson 1/17/2008 -12/31/2012
 
Van Whitehead 5/4/2015 - current
 

12. Please provide the number of law enforcement officers who left the agency each fiscal 
year from 2007 to 2017. 

I FY06/07 11 

I FY07/08 13 
, FY08/09 20 

FY09/10 24 

FY10/11 10 

FYll/12 7 

FY12/13 16 

FY13/14 4 

FY14/15 10 

FY15/16 11 

FY16/17 14 
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Below is a graph which explains the data above. The solid line (or trend line) 
shows that officers who left DNR since fisca l ear 200 7 has been decreasing. 

Law Enforcement Officers Who Left DNR 
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Lawsuits 
13. Please provide a list of all lawsuits pending against the agency, or which were settled 
prior to litigation, excluding administrative law court cases, during fiscal years 2007 
through 2017, including the date the lawsuit was filed, causes of action alleged, and date 
the lawsuit concluded. 

DAT E FILED* CAUSES OF DATE 
ACTION CONCLUDED* 

ALLEGED* 

1 

2 

8/30/2007 

12/17/20 08 

Invasion of Privacy , 
1983 Claim, Outrage, 
Trespass, Nuisance, 
Negligent Supervisi on , 
Abuse of Process, Civil 
Constitutional 

I
Neglige nce 

Neg ligence 

11/20/09 

6/17/20 10 

3 
4/22/2009 

Wrongful Death 6/18/2009 

4 
2/12 /20 10 

Wrongful Death , 
Survival Act ion, Gross 

3/22/20 13 

Negligence 
I I 
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5 

6 

9/20 /2010 

6/17/2011 

Declaratory 
Judgement, Injunctive 
Reli ef (Anadromous 
Fish) 

Abuse of Process, 
Malicious Prosecution, 
Gross Negligence, 
False Imprisonment 

I 

5/14/2012 

5/13/2013 

7 

10/31/2011 

Violation of ADA, 
Breach of Contract, 
Violation of Civil 
Rights Gender Title 
VII 

11/1/2013 

8 
8/8/2012 

False Imprisonment, 
Outrage, Assault 

4/1/2014 

9 

1/14/2013 

Failure to Train and 
Supervise, False 
Arrest, Malicious 
Prosecution, 
Negligence, Gross 
Negligence, Violation 
of S.c. Article 1 Sec. 
10 

12/20/2013 

10 

11 

12 
I 

4/5/2013 

12/20/2013 

12/19/2013 

Claim & Delivery, 
Quantum Meruit, 
Conversion and 
Trespass to Chattels, 
Declaratory Judgement 

Declaratory Judgement 
(stream navigability) 

Strict Liability, Product 
Liability, Breach of 
Warranty, Gross 
Negligence, Loss of 
Consortium (Premises 
Liability) 

I 

10/23/2014 

7/18 /2016 

1/26/2015 

13 

I 

1/17/2014 Negligence(MVA) 
12/31/2015 
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14 Violation of State 6/20/2015 
Employee Grievance 

7/14 /2014 Act , Intentional 
Infliction of Emotional 
Distress 

I I 
15 Failure to Promote 6/6/2016 

I 

7/16/2014 Under Title VII (sex 
discrimination) 

- -
16 

I 
Declaratory Judgement 7/6/2016 

9/9/2014 (property) 

I 
17 Wrongful Death, 6/28/2017 

2/4/2016 Survival Action 
(MVA) 

18 Malicious Prosecution, 9/25/2017 
Assault & Battery, 

12/12/2016 
False Imprisonment, 
Defamation, 
Unconstitutional 
Taking 

19 Wrongful Death 
1/18/2017 (MVA) pending 

I 
20 Failure to Promote 

2/9/2017 
under Title VII, 

pendingDiscrimination in 
Violation ADEA 

I 
21 

4/27/2017 Negligence(MVA) pending 

22 Appeal for Probate 
8/16/2017 Matter pending 

I 
23 1/9/2018 Negligence(MVA) pending 

* This list is, to the best of our knowledge, a list of all lawsuits filed or pending against the 
agency for fiscal years 2007-2017, and is current as of 1/12/2018 . This does not include 
Administrative Law Court Cases, or Worker's Compensation Cases. 
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We greatly appreciate your guidance and direction during our oversight process. Thank 
you for your comments and suggestions in helping our agency improve to provide exceptional 
outdoor experiences for the citizens of South Carolina. 

Director 

Attachments 

cc:	 The Honorable Wm. Weston 1. Newton (without attachments) 
The Honorable Katherine E. "Katie" Arrington (without attachments) 
The Honorable William M. "Bill" Hixon (without attachments) 
The Honorable Jeffrey E. "Jeff' Johnson (without attachments) 
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